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Where would you be today 
without your mentor? Many 
members of the African- 
American college community 
would not be a part of the 
exclusive collegiate population 
had it not been for the encour­
aging and powerful impact of a 
mentor. What if your mentor 
was incarcerated during the 
critical stage of your adoles­
cence, which needed to create 
your, then, aspiration to attend 
college. Today, would you be 
instilled with the drive and 
ammunition to achieve your 
goals? Would you be who you 
are and stand where you are 
today?
During the adolescent period 
of today’s college community a 
mentor was lost. In the year 
1992, when many members of 
today’s African-American col­
legiate community were being 
encouraged to go to college by 
the, then, collegiate population, 
one of those mentors was being 
wrongfully incarcerated. His 
wrongful incarceration took 
place while he was fulfilling his 
passion and mission to mentor
Congresswoman Eleanor 
Holmes Norton visits Spelman




Spelman College was visited 
by one of the most influential 
women in Congress on 
Thursday, Nov. 13. The 
Spelman alumna known as the 
“Warrior on the Hill”, the 
Honorable Eleanor Holmes 
Norton talked about her life in 
the ever changing Democratic 
world and her new biography, 
“Fire in My Soul” co-authored 
with Joan Steinau Lester.
Now in her seventh term 
after being elected as the 
Congresswoman for the District 
of Columbia in 1990, Norton 
has continued to push the gov­
ernment in search of more civil 
rights for African-Americans 
and universal human rights.
As an African-American 
woman bom and raised in the 
District of Columbia, Norton 
has actively participated in the 
Civil Rights Movement and as a 
feminist in the Women’s 
Movement. In the book, 
Norton wrote about her experi­
ences during the Civil Rights 
Movement,
“I wrote about the many
Mayo: His Untold Story
the younger generation. Now, 
11 years and seven months later 
he remains incarcerated and 
innocent, while many members 
of today’s African-American 
youth and young adult genera­
tion remain lost and left behind. 
This mentor’s name is William 
Mayo.
William Mayo went to 
Morehouse in the late 1980’s. 
His dream was to go to college 
where all the black leaders had 
gone. Before attending 
Morehouse, William attended 
Central State University in 
Wilberforce, Ohio. After 
receiving an Academic, 
Military Scholarship, he trans­
ferred to Morehouse. While he 
was there, he got introduced to 
mentoring by his good friend, 
the late Ennis Cosby. William 
got involved in mentoring 
underprivileged young black 
men. While in college, he ded­
icated much of his time to 
exposing the younger genera­
tion to Morehouse, and setting 
an example for them to strive 
for.
William was scheduled to 
graduate in May of 1992. His
See MAYO, page 3
struggles African-Americans 
and women had in the sixties 
and seventies. Lester told sto­
ries about the sit-ins and strug­
gles that blacks and women 
went through to achieve civil 
rights,” said Norton.
Over the course of four 
years, Lester and Norton com­
posed a biography that told of 
her life, struggles and her undy­
ing spirit. Good friend 
Charlayne Hunter Gault came 
up with the title of the book, 
“Fire in My Soul”. Extensive 
research of Norton’s past and 
present was done, all the way to 
her great-grandfather, an 
enslaved black man.
See NORTON, page 3
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The Rainbow PUSH 
Coalition hosted a Georgia US 
Senate candidate forum on 
Wednesday, Nov. 12 in King’s 
Chapel. Journalist Ed Gordon 
and publisher of Atlanta of the 
Daily World, Alexis Scott facil­
itated the forum.
Jesse Jackson, an organizer 
of the sponsored event, 
appeared after the political dis­
cussion to relay the current ini­
tiatives of the coalition. The 
candidates Heman Cain, Mary 
Squires, and A1 Bartel under­
went an interrogation mostly 
administered by audience mem­
bers.
A Black republican, Cain, 
believes, “we are in danger of 
not leaving our children and 
grandchildren with out a better 
start.” He also extracted the 
“looming icebergs” of this 
country: the tax code, recon­
struction of the social security, 
and a transformation of health 
care. According to Cain, the 
bumble flies because he 
believes he can, just like Cain
M
believes he can win the seat 
with a platform based on 
removing the tax code and 
replacing it with a national con­
sumption tax, which are funds 
expended not earned.
Albert Bartel, a deep voiced, 
Georgian, is running to unite 
the, “the Grand Canyon like 
schism between the have and 
the have nots.” According to 
Bartel, he wants to close this 
gap. In true political fashion 
Bartel used rhyme, “We must 
mend it (affirmative action), not 
end it.”
Mary Squires the only 
Democrat on the panel, the only 
woman, and the only Caucasian 
stated she was, “a simple 
woman.” She creates the ideas 
for her political agenda from 
her single parent, two children 
suburban family life. She plans 
to attack the election with, “a 
smile on her face, a song in her 
heart, and a plan to [be] 
unveiled next year.”
With his mind focused on 
the time allotted, Gordon 
brought the famed Jackson to
See SENATE, page 2
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Democrats pull out of DC Primary
Nailah Timberlake 
Features Editor
On November 6th, 2003 5 
Democratic Presidential candi­
dates pulled out of D.C.’s non 
binding presidential primary.
The primary will take place 
on January 13th, 2004 and was 
moved from its traditional spot 
later in the primary season to 
call attention to the city’s lack 
of voting rights in Congress. 
D.C. has one non-voting dele­
gate in the House and no repre­
sentation in the Senate.
Joe Lieberman, John 
Edwards, John Kerry, Dick 
Gephardt and Wesley Clark 
each submitted similar letters 
on the same day stating that 
they would be unable to attend 
the primary. Each letter cited 
Rule 12.H and 10.A from the 
Democratic National
Committee Delegates Selection 
Rules as determining factors. 
Rule 12.H states that 
Presidential candidates should 
take all steps possible to not 
participate in non-binding pres­
idential reference events. Rule 
10.A states that no Presidential 
Primary other than New 
Hampshire’s can be held prior 
to the first Tuesday in February.
The reason why the 
Democratic National
Gommittee does not recognize 
the primary is because dele­
gates will not be selected at that 
time. The district will hold cau­
cuses February 10th to choose
delegates. “Many are calling 
our primary a ‘Beauty Pageant’ 
because there will be no dele­
gate selection, but I see it as a 
blatant form of disrespect for 
those candidates to pull out,” 
said radio talk show host and 
columnist, George Wilson. 
“This has to do with the lack of 
clout that D.C. voters do not 
possess and issues surrounding 
voting rights. They don’t place 
importance on our opinion.” 
Many find this move offensive 
because Kerry, Gephardt, and 
Lieberman all own homes in the 
Georgetown neighborhood.
The primary is set to make 
history as the first time a major­
ity black jurisdiction leads off 
the Presidential nominating 
process. This vote was also 
going to test the support among 
black voters by giving them an 
early role in picking a nominee. 
“These primaries are not about 
the delegates. It is the first test 
of a candidate’s strengths,” 
states Sean Tenner, the 
Executive Director of the DC 
Democratic Fund. “The 5 can­
didates not only offended D.C. 
voters, but African American 
voters as well.” The D.C. 
Democratic Fund is a political 
action committee formed in 
2001 to donate funds to Federal 
candidates who support D.C.’s 
right to congressional represen­
tation.
Many African Americans 
were shocked by these actions,
specifically in John Edwards. 
“To help win the Senate race in 
1998, Edwards used 300 black 
voters as muscle, then shafted 
us six years later which is 
deeply offensive,” states 
Tenner. The event that Tenner is 
referring to is when Edwards 
took bus loads of Black voters 
down to North Carolina to help 
defeat anti-DC incumbent 
Lauch Faircloth. “He also 
promised to campaign in D.C. 
but he hasn’t followed through 
and he hasn’t wanted any of our 
input,” said Tenner.
The D.C. primary will now 
be a contest between 
Democratic front runner 
Howard Dean, civil rights 
leader A1 Sharpton, 
Congressman Dennis Kucinich 
and former Senator Carol 
Mosley-Braun.
Class of 2004: We’re going to JAMAICA!
UH-OH! I didn’t pay my $200 deposit on November 14, 
but I wanna go, too! WHAT SHOULD I DO???
See a member of Senior Class Council TODAY!
It’s not too late to pay!
To pay by credit card, please contact Michele Kow @ 
Jamaica World Travel 404-525-5555 or 1-800-772-0727
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Stop by The Emory Wheel’s office [605 Asbury 
Circle, Room 540-E[ beginning today to pick up 
your complimentary pass for two.
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the stage. Jackson informed 
approximately 100 audience 
members of a recent coalition 
victory on the elimination of 
Black NASCAR exclusion. He 
also criticized the country's cur­
rent state of affairs.
Citing the continuing prob­
lems in Iraq, Jackson says, “If 
you're in a hole, you don't need 
to speed up, you need a rope.”
He also reeled off the facts 
that “there are 950,000 Black 
men in jail, and 600,000 in col­
lege.” With this Jackson prom­
ised to resurrect the fallen 
Morris Brown College, that had 
3,000 students enrolled in pre­
vious years, but only has 63 as 
of today.
Freshmen Sharif Thomas, a 
business and marketing major 
commented, “I felt that the con­
ference was informative and 
much needed, because we need 
more Blacks in the AUC 
involved in politics.”
CORRECTIONS
• The article on MacVicar that appeared in the 
11/11/03 issue was written by Ariel Davis. It 
appeared with a byline for Leigh Davenport.
Do you STILL not 
want to use a condom?
• This zip code has the highest AIDS rate in Georgia.
• There are over 17,000 cases of AIDS in Atlanta.
• AIDS cases in Africa are 70% of the known cases.
• 300 people die each hour of AIDS.
We have GOT to do something!
World AIDS Day
December 1, 2003 
12 pm at Spelman 
2:30 pm at Morehouse 
1 pm at Clark
Know your Status 
AIDS Testing 
All day December 3
To get involved contact (404) 270-5966
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last year, he only needed 3 cred­
it hours to graduate and the par­
ticular class he needed was only 
offered in the Spring Semester. 
He went to Chicago during the 
fall semester to work and save 
up money for spring semester. 
By working and saving the 
money he earned, he could 
focus solely on his studies his 
last semester at Morehouse. 
William worked as a detective 
for a Chicago department store. 
While in Chicago, he began 
mentoring some young high­
school boys that attended a 
high-school, where his 
Morehouse friend was teaching. 
The weekend of Morehouse’s 
homecoming, he decided to 
take two of the young men 
(Dale and Tyrone) from the 
high-school to visit Morehouse 
and experience the black col­
lege life. He wanted to encour­
age them to aspire to go there 
one day.
William did not know that 
Dale and Tyrone were drug 
attics and only agreed to 
accompany William on the trip 
to Atlanta to support their drug 
habit. The two young boys’ 
intent was to rob William. 
When William arrived in 
Atlanta, he stopped at a friend’s 
house to pick up some clothes. 
He left the two young men in 
the car.
Dale and Tyrone’s intent was 
to follow William into the home 
and rob him. However they 
could not see which house 
William went into (because it 
was dark), and while attempting 
to follow William and rob him, 
they mistakenly robbed an 
interracial couple that lived two 
doors down from the home 
William had entered. They 
robbed the couple in about 10- 
20 minutes. They robbed them 
at gun point and stole a few 
items. However, no one was 
hurt or hospitalized. By the 
time William made it back to 
the car, the boys had completed 
the robbery and returned to the 
car like nothing had happened.
William was later arrested, 
having no idea of what had 
occurred while he was gather­
ing his belongings from his 
friend’s home. William and the
Democratic Senator Criticized for “Lynching Comment”
Michele Bradley 
News Reporter
According to CNN, last 
week, Democratic Senator and 
former governor of Georgia, 
Zell Miller made a racist com­
ment sparked the attention of 
many civil rights activists.
During the nominations 
for the D.C. Circuit Court of 
Appeals, the nomination for 
California Supreme Court 
Justice Janice Rogers Brown 
was blocked by members of 
the Democratic Party.
According to CNN, Sen. 
Miller who broke party lines 
remarked, “The Democrats in 
this chamber refuse to let her
PHOTO I freemayo.com
William Mayo and Ennis Cosby, February 1992
boys were charged with burgla­
ry, armed robbery, and aggra­
vated assault. William was 
never placed in a line-up or 
identified prior to trial by the 
victims.
When the trial came the two 
boys testified against William 
Mayo for a lesser sentence. 
They lied and said that William 
orchestrated and was the master 
mind behind the entire crime. 
They were given a lessened 
sentence of 20 years. William 
was given two life sentences, 40 
years, and 20 years of proba­
tion.
Two years later the two boys 
confessed that they had lied, 
and that William had nothing to 
do with the robbery. However 
the same judge, Judge Robert E. 
Flournoy Jr., who found 
William guilty, would not grant 
him a re-trial. Today, William 
describes his experience as “a 
living nightmare.” He says “it’s 
a hell beyond understanding.” 
He explains that “it’s like being 
at the top of the rainbow and 
having somebody smack you in 
the face of a thunderstorm.”
Acknowledging that each 
day is a day of struggle, 
William maintains and tries to 
keep a positive mindset. He 
believes that God has a special 
plan for him. He says that he
do it. They’re standing in the 
doorway, and they’ve got a 
sign: Conservative African- 
American women need not 
apply. And if you have the 
temerity to do so your reputa­
tion will be shattered and your 
dignity will be shredded. Gal, 
you will be lynched.”
The lynching reference was 
disturbing for civil rights 
activists because it evokes the 
image of the mass lynching of 
African American males in the 
segregated south.
Sen. Miller however sees 
no error in his comments and 
like most racists are quick to 
tell of the many things they 
have done for African
could have been killed by 
those two boys that night. He 
remains not angered, but bitter 
by the injustice bestowed 
upon him.
While serving his twenty 
year sentence, Dale, has 
acquired his GED and 
Associate’s Degree in busi­
ness management. He is also 
a licensed electrician. These 
accomplishments are due to 
William’s mentoring. Yet, 
how many young black men 
have been lost and left behind
while William’s mission to
uplift the African-American 
community, through educa­
tion, has been deferred 
because of his imprisonment.
The African-American 
community has suffered a ter­
rible loss in the wrongful 
incarceration of such a pio­
neer. If it weren’t for your 
mentor, where would you be 
today? Mentors are essential 
at institutions that cultivate the 
minds of the African- 
American community.
Mentors are the basis of the 
African-American collegiate 
being. The African-American 
community can not afford to 
let another second go by with 
William Jonathan Mayo 
behind bars.
Americans.
Miller said, “I would put 
my record on civil rights up 
against anyone's. As Georgia's 
governor, I named more 
African-Americans to state 
boards than any Georgia gov­
ernor, and I named more 
African-Americans to judge- 
ships than all previous gover­
nors combined. I named an 
African-American female as 
the first to serve on the 
Georgia Supreme Court. I also 
appointed an African- 
American as state Attorney 
General, the first one in the 
nation at the time.”
Toy company introduces 
Barbie for Muslim Girls
Maya T. Prabhu 
Features Reporter
Young Muslim girls now 
have an alternative to the curva­
ceous Barbie doll with the 
Razanne Doll, created by 
Ammar and Sherrie Saadeh at 
their toy company NoorArt. 
Razanne, with her modest dress 
and a removable head scarf, 
was produced to give Muslim 
girls someone to relate to.
Since many girls of color 
grew up playing with white 
dolls, Jihan Ahmad, a senior at 
Spelman College, states that 
this alternative for young 
Muslims girls is a positive 
thing.
“In general I think it's a good 
idea because [as a child playing 
with Barbie dolls] I wanted to 
dress like [her],” she explained. 
Ahmad said she had to learn 
that Barbie's outfits were not 
appropriate for a little girl. “I 
wouldn't let my daughter wear 
what Barbie wears.”
There are five different 
Razanne dolls, including 
teacher Razanne, Muslim Girl 
Scout Razanne, School 
Razanne, Praying Razanne, and 
In and Out Razanne. In and Out 
Razanne comes with two out­
fits, one of them being the prop­
er long Muslim dress and head
scarf meant to be worn outside
the home.
Ahmad argues that In and 
Out Razanne may not be a true
NORTON, from page 1
“My life began in the segre­
gated city of Washington DC, 
during World War Two, before 
blacks became a majority race. 
In the city, segregation was 
prominent in some areas, even 
in Congress,” said Norton.
Some of the biggest issues 
facing African Americans today 
are the disappointing numbers 
in voting, low college funding, 
health care and home owner­
ship in the black community.
“I want to get full voting 
rights for my constituents, full 
independence from Congress, 
more health care and better con­
ditions for the black family,” 
said Norton.
Norton added that she 
remembers something that dis­
appointed her in law school.
“I was upset about the fact 
that young black men go to war 
from segregated cities to come 
back to the same settings that 
have not changed. Even worse, 
1/3 of African-Americans are in 
the Army with no other
DON’T FORGET TO VOTE!!!
Morehouse student Khaatim S. El will 
participate in a run-off election for 
School Board Representative against
Byron D. Amos on November 25.
representation of Muslim 
women in America.
“In the western world not 
many Muslim people dress [like 
In and Out Razanne],” com­
mented Ahmad. She explained 
that though many Muslim 
women wear a head scaft, few 
actually wear the traditional 
long dress. Ahmad continued 
by stating that Razanne's outfits 
may be more authentic to 
American Muslims if she did 
not wear the long dress but still 
dressed moderately.
The creators of Razanne 
state that the doll is a tool for 
young Muslim girls to learn the 
value of things like education 
and religious piety instead of 
focusing on their bodies as the 
most significant aspect of their 
lives.
Saleem El-Amin, who grad­
uated from Morehouse College 
last May, commented that chil­
dren idolize what they see. “I 
think [Razanne] is a great idea 
because, they, other dolls [like 
Barbie] set high [physical] stan­
dards that [most] little girls 
can't achieve,” said El-Amin.
Razanne creators also stated 
that since there was not a 
Barbie doll that was a positive 
role model for Muslim girls, 
their doll fills a marketing void 
and gives Muslim girls some-
one they can belong to.
recourse for college funds,” 
said Norton.
In addition to changes for 
the black communities and 
human rights, Norton hopes for 
a better president in the 2004 
election.
“I hope we get a much better 
president. President George W. 
Bush has been a disaster for for­
eign and domestic policy. We 
need a president for civil 
rights,” she said. Presidential 
hopeful, Carol Mosely Braun, is 
a good friend of Norton, “she is 
a great role model for women, 
and shows so much guts to run 
for office,” she added.
In addition to the many 
accolades Norton has achieved 
in office, she is a committee 
member in the House of 
Representatives. As a tenured 
law professor, she has received 
more than fifty honorary 
degrees.
Norton added, “Today, 
Spelman women have so much 
to struggle for, and I am here to 
look for the future messengers.”
PHOTO | vanashingtattoo.com
Maya T. Prabhu 
Features Reporter
“I'm sexier because I 
have a tattoo.” That's the 
result shown from a sur­
vey conducted by Harris 
Interactive this July.
Of the 2,215 adults 
surveyed, 16% reported 
having at least one tattoo 
with tattoos being equal 
among men (16%) and 
women (15%). Of the 
adults with tattoos, 34% 
said the tattoo made them 
feel sexier, with 42% of 
women stating this claim.
Senior Spelman 
College student Jimani 
Mwendo gives a possible 
explanation for why 
many tattooed women 
feel sexier because of 
their tattoo.
“1 think women may 
feel sexy because of the 
way men view their tat­
toos, but I'm not even 
sure if men think it's sexy 
or not,” Mwendo rea­
soned. “I don't think my 
tattoo makes me look 
sexier. It's just a mark on 
my body.”
“If women feel a tat­
too might make them feel 
sexier than they were
before, they are mistaken,” said 
Michael Chamberlayne, a sen­
ior at Morehouse College. 
“Most guys usually are attract­
ed to a woman's body, regard­
less of whether or not they have 
markings on them.”
Clair Watson, a freshman at 
Clark Atlanta University, shares 
Mwendo's opinion about the 
idea of a tattoo making some­
one feel sexy. “I don't think 
having a tattoo makes a person 
look sexy,” said Watson.
As someone that does not 
have a tattoo, she explained that 
it is possible for a person to be 
less attractive because of their 
tattoos. “I think if a person has 
too marty tattoos it can make 
them look bad,” Watson 
explained, “but if it's not too 
many I think that it can look 
good.”
The survey also showed that 
tattooing has become a con­
scious style choice rather than a 
drunken mistake. Results 
reveal that 83% of people with 
tattoos voiced no regret about 
having them.
Morehouse College senior 
Wes Suggs stresses the impor­
tance of a person being 
absolutely certain before decid­
ing to get a tattoo.
“If you get a tattoo, take time 
to make sure it's something you
really want to do because it 
stays with you for life,” com­
ments Suggs. “Get something 
that is meaningful.”
Suggs explains that he did 
not get his tattoos to make him 
feel any particular way. “[My 
tattoos express] something 
meaningful and significant to 
my life," he said.
Jimani Mwendo expressed 
her observation that having a 
tattoo seems to be a growing 
trend, especially among college 
students. “It seems like you're 
deviating from the norm if you 
don’t have a tattoo in this day 
and age.”
Michael Chamberlayne also 
sees tattoos as a trend. “Tattoos 
are a fad,” Chamberlayne stat­
ed. “They only express your 
individuality or feelings tem­
porarily. . .the way you feel now- 
may not depict the way you feel 
20 years down the line [and] 
unfortunately for [people] who 
get tattoos, they are perma­
nent."
Harris Interactive conducted 
the survey online within the 
United States between July 14 
and 20, among a nationwide 
cross section of 2,215 adults.
Rapper and actress Eve (left) is just one of many pop culture icons that 
sport sexy tattoos. Among others are rapper Charli Baltimore, R&B 
diva Beyonce Knowles and pop princess Brittany Spears.
Rae Lewis-Thornton: A Dream deferred by life with AIDS
Gabrielle S. Dirden 
Health Reporter
As I walked into the Cosby 
Auditorium I immediately felt a 
feeling of anxiety and anxious­
ness to hear Ms. Thornton 
speak; anxiety because issues 
regarding sex always make me 
feel uncomfortable and anx­
iousness to be informed about 
her life and the subject of AIDS. 
While I am writing this article, 
tears start to well up in my eyes, 
recalling the testimony of Ms. 
Rae Lewis-Thornton.
Ms. Thornton is a forty-one 
year old Black woman with 
AIDS. Seeing a slender built, 
tall, Black woman in a St. 
John’s knit suit. Black Chanel 
Bag, a Rolex watch and three 
inch stiletto pumps does not fit 
the “mythical stereotypical" 
depiction of a person with 
AIDS.
Rae Lewis-Thornton found 
out that she was HIV positive in 
her young adulthood years 
when she was hosting a blood 
drive for a club that she was 
involved in. She later contract­
ed AIDS when she was in her 
thirties. She did not and still 
does not know from whom she 
contracted the virus. In addi­
tion to the battle she currently
has with AIDS, Ms. Thornton 
had been raped and molested 
from the age of often to sixteen 
and was often told she was 
never going to amount to any­
thing. AIDS was just another 
misfortune to add to her plate. 
So not only was she sexually, 
physically, and sexually 
abused, she now had a deadly 
disease. Through this hour and 
a half, Ms. Thornton explained 
to us her daily course of thera­
py of twenty-six pills and her 
frequent bouts of diarrhea, 
weight changes, colds, anxiety 
and weakness. On top of these 
changes, she also underwent 
mental and emotional transfor­
mations, but through all of this, 
she says that she just remem­
bered to keep the faith.
Her goals and life were 
interrupted when she found out 
about her diagnosis. She could 
no longer work on different 
Presidential campaigns and 
work in the white House with 
all of her friends. She could no 
longer “kick it” all the time 
with her girls. Ms. Thornton 
has no insurance now and trav­
els around the country speaking 
at different colleges and for dif­
ferent organizations to support 
herself and pay for her treat­
ments, because the seven hun­
dred dollar disability check that 
she gets every month is not 
enough. Today Ms. Thornton 
has finished seminary school 
and aspires to become a profes­
sor of Theology. She has to 
have another profession 
because public speaking does 
not provide enough income for 
her to maintain.
Ms. Rae Lewis-Thornton 
told us her emotional, informa­
tive and inspiring experience 
with HIV/AIDS, seemingly 
choking back tears, but still 
maintaining her “Diva 
Superwoman” image. This was 
her testimony, and the only 
thing she wanted in return was 
for us to walk out of that audi­
torium and never become HIV 
positive.
Her sense of conviction 
made me want the same thing. 
Black females have the highest 
growing number of HIV cases. 
We, as a black community must 
reduce this drastically. The 
only way that we can do this is 
to be informed and rake care of 
ourselves and embrace one 
another. We must be mindful 
that AIDS is REAL! It can 
affect anyone. There is not a 
certain image that comes with 
AIDS. YOU must take care of 
yourself!
PHOTO | raelewisthornton.org
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IN THE CLUB WITH BAD BOY’S “DA BAND”





Making the Band 2, I would 
always shout at the television 
telling Fred to get his thumb out 
his mouth, Chopper to “shut the 
hell up”, Ness to just...hell I 
don’t know, Sarah to keep the 
positivity, Dylan to “get a grip”, 
and to Babs...to take off that 
damn hat! I couldn’t under­
stand how six people from 
across “ghetto America” could 
be as such disagreement when 
the opportunity of a lifetime 
was readily in front of them. I 
wondered, “Is this scripted? 
Could I really be seeing six 
individuals with talent walking, 
talking, and acting as ignorant 
as they are”?
“Nostrils wide open”, is 
what I can say when I met these 
six band members at Club 
Frequency on a warm 
September night. Though these 
“kids” have been exposed to 
more limelight, fame, and 
cheesecake than the average 
person, it was evident that 
refinement and professionalism 
was not apart of P. Diddy’s 
regime.
I was able to get a few sec­
onds of verbiage from “Da 
Band”. Since I had to sneak into
VIP to get this interview, I had 
to work quickly! Here’s what 
Da Band had to say about 
where they would be, family, 
and Jacob & Co. watches...and 
to the reporter who asked me 
“who I was with”, keep your 
mouth closed next time, maybe 
you would have gotten a chance 
to interview them if you 
would’ve been minding your 
business! Halla @ ya girl... 
here we go:
Spotlight: “Hey what’s 
going on ya’ll”?
Da Band: “Everything is 
good” (Ness is running his 
mouth on the phone)
Spotlight: “Sarah, the kids 
miss you, mama”?
Sarah: “Yeah they holding it 
down though, they are under­
standing though. I’m missing 
them too; I miss them just as 
much. I can’t wait to get home 
to see their beautiful faces, 




Spotlight: “Here’s a question 
for Chopper and Fred: How 
much did those f*ing chains 
cost”???
Fred: “Listen, my chain was 
$65,000, until I lost my bracelet 
link the other day in New 
Orleans. Somebody snatched it 
from me in the crowd... That
hurt me; it felt like I lost a 
brother. Oh yeah, I lost my 
Jacob watch too, whoever 
found that watch, ya’ll some 
lucky people man....
Ness, Fred, and Chopper 
commences to sing “I ain’t pay 
for it, I ain’t pay for it”, appar­
ently to boast that their 
advancement checks obviously 
are BLOWN!
Chopper: My chain cost 
about 55, 60 thousand. Um, my 
watch cost about $15,000 but I 
lost that...It’s all gravy though 
cuz I ain’t pay for it, I ain’t pay 
for it!”
Spotlight: alright...if ya’ll 
wasn’t doing this right now, 
what would you be doing?
Fred: “Missing my freedom, 
probably locked, boxed up 
missing a season. It’s a set up, 
hypothetically speaking”.... 
(obviously a verse on the new 
album)
Chopper: “Missing my free­
dom”
Ness: “I gotta go ditto,ditto 
three times with my fellas 
man....
Sarah: “Being a mommy, 




Babs: “I’ll probably still be 
grinding, trying to get my solo 
out or just working’, 9 to 5.”
Dylan: “Be without freedom,
getting ready for lockdown in 
my jail cell in about two 
hours... I give thanks to the 
almighty let out the lion from 
the cage, nah mean?”
Spotlight: “Where do you 
see yourselves in five years?”
Fred: “I wanna open up my 
own production company, ya 
understand? The foundation 
gon’ be through music...”
Chopper: -“I know where I’m 
gonna see myself: you know 
how they got the G-5 wagon 
(Mercedes Benz) now? In five 
years, I’mma be in the G-20! Ya 
understand?”
Ness: “Five years? I’mma 
have my own label, Imma be on 
top of the game, I’mma have 
everybody on side of
me.......(Here’s the kicker ya’ll)
P.DIDDY GON’ WORK FOR 
ME!”
(I almost dropped the 
recorder...Diddy, did you hear 
that shit??)
Sarah: “After that, there isn’t 
much to say (laughing). I want 
to have my own makeup line 
called ‘SAS’ and being success­
ful with my family”
Spotlight: “What does SAS 
stand for?”
Sarah: “SAS stands for 
Sarah Anne Stokes, that’s me!”
Babs: “In five years I see 
myself on top, doing movies, 
trying to walk in Queen 
Latifah’s footsteps.”
Spotlight: Allllllllright girl!
Dylan: “Five years, Gorilla 
Family Records, Productions, 
Gorilla Family Movies, Gorilla 
Family Films and fixing’ up the 
West Indies, the roads and dib­
bling’ and dabbling in politics 
in the West Indies”
Spotlight: “If there is one 
thing you could say to your 
fan’s in Atlanta, what would 
ya’ll say?”
At this point, Chopper, Fred, 
Ness, and Dylan begin to yell 
out “505, 604... we deal with 
quality not quantity”. After 
leaning over to ask Babs what 
the hell they were talking about, 
I learned that they were yelling 
out their hotel room numbers... 
ladies, any takers? This lasted 
for about 2 minutes....then 
Sarah decides to say something 
“inspirational”...
Sarah: “Never give up on 
your dreams, ok? No matter 
what. No matter how many 
obstacles you have in your way, 
if it’s something that you want 
and you have it in your heart, 
you do it...”
Babs: “And if you gotta 
walk for cheesecake, walk for 
cheesecake and for all the ladies 
in the ATL hold your girl down, 
cuz I’m holding ya’ll down.”
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Hampton student newspaper to 




dent newspaper. The Hampton 
Script, had their Homecoming 
issue pulled from circulation by 
Acting President and Provost, 
Dr. JoAnn Haysbert.
Dr. Haysbert wanted a letter 
that she wrote about cafeteria 
health code violations at the 
university to run on the front 
page of the Script, but instead, 
the paper ran a similar article 
written by a staff writer.
The Administration confis­
cated the newspaper and as a 
result, two grant sources to 
Hampton University’s
Journalism School are question­
ing whether or not to give 
money to the school in the 
future.
Hampton’s school of jour­
nalism opened last fall with 
millions donated by the Scripps 
Howard Foundation, and this 
month, the American Society of 
Newspaper Editors gave
« TV REVIEW
Ml of Us\ The Modern Day Family
Camara Epps
Arts & Living Reporter
TV land uses fall as an 
opportunity to introduce 
tons of new sitcoms, some 
with the staying power to 
last as long as “The Cosby 
Show” others with the 
potential of being canned 
quicker than “Skin”. This 
fall UPN has tried their 
luck and released several 
new shows adding more 
variety to theit previous 
comedy line up. “All of 
Us”, the newest show, has 
became a hit comedy over 
the recent months and the 
ratings keep soaring.
Produced by Will 
Smith and Jada Pinkett- 
Smith, this comedy adds 
an updated twist to sit­
coms featuring the mod­
em American family. “All 
of Us” is inspired by the 
relationship and problems 
of Will Smith and Jada 
Pinkett Smith had when 
they first began their rela­
tionship.
Stars include Duane Martin
(Robert) from “Out All Night” 
and “Deliver Us from Eva”, 
Lisa Raye (Neesee) from 
“Players Club”, Eiise Neal (Tia) 
from “Rosewood” and Tony 
Rock (Dirk), Chris Rock’s 
younger brother and a comedi­
an.
“All of Us” is a show full of 
hysterical real-life experiences 
between a married couple and 
the extended family. The show 
has a new enlightened attitude 
towards a recently divorced
$55,000 in grants to the school 
so that they can train high 
school journalism teachers over 
the summer.
The actions of the adminis­
tration are problematic because 
it violates First Amendment 
Rights to free speech and 
undermines the validity and 
legitimacy of their journalism 
program if the university can 
censor what is written.
Many students are unsure 
of how to react to the decision 
of the school, but a petition was 
circulated asking the President 
for the release of the paper.
Two days after the initial 
confiscation, the editors of the 
Hampton Script and Dr. 
Haysbert reached an agreement 
where they will republish the 
Homecoming issue with Dr. 
Haysbert’s letter on the front 
page in lieu of the article writ­
ten by one of the staff writers 
and it will be distributed at the 
Homecoming game.
In addition to the repub­
lished paper, Haysbert has
PHOTO | upn.com
The cast of “All of Us” includes (clockwise, from left) actors Duane Martin, Khamani 
Griffin, Lisa Raye and Eiise Neal. Producers Will smith and Jada Pinkett-Smith based 
the sitcom loosely on their marriage and family life.
man, Robert James and his rela­
tionship with his ex- wife, 
Neesee and his fiancée Tia.
Robert continuously makes 
an effort to maintain peace 
between his ex-wife and his 
fiancée. Its very important to 
Tia and Robert to not have the 
stereotypical divorce, where 
you can’t get along with your 
ex-spouse.
Robert and Tia’s positive 
attitude in dealing with their 
unique family structure stands
appointed a task force to look at 
the operations of the Script 
including the student staff and 
faculty advisors. In a press 
release, Haysbert states, “There 
is indeed a lesson to be taught 
from all of this, and I propose 
that through research, discus­
sion of our differences and lis­
tening to one another, we will 
uncover valuable insight that 
will collectively make Hampton 
stronger.”
This resolution is not to the 
benefit of journalism students 
or the paper in question. 
Haysbert was able to violate the 
rights of the paper as well as 
still have her article run on the 
front page. Hampton University 
seems to be using their paper as 
a public relations arm of the 
school instead of a voice for the 
students. Hopefully they will 
see how detrimental this ‘reso­
lution’ may be to the future of 
their journalism program.
as an inspiration for divorced 
couples especially those with 
children.
“All of Us” is definitely a 
comedy with a real-life flava 
that brings laughs to homes 
every Tuesday Night @8:30pm 
on UPN.




On October 28, 2003 Sean 
“P. Diddy” Combs’s name once 
again made media headlines 
and not because he’s back with 
J.Lo or because his rap group 
“Da Band” was number 1 in the 
country, but because he may 
once again be in trouble with 
the law. P. Diddy has been 
accused of employing a sweat­
shop to manufacture his Sean 
John clothing line.
Southeast Textiles SA facto­
ry is a football size warehouse 
located in Choloma, Honduras 
that employs over 400 workers 
and reportedly produces 80 per­
cent of Combs’s Sean John 
clothing line and 20 percent of 
Jay Z and Damon Dash’s 
Rocawear line. The factory has 
been reported to have substan­
dard working conditions and 
below minimum wage salaries.
Charles Kernaghan, the 
director of the anti-sweatshop 
National Labor Committee 
located in New York, held a 
press conference on Fifth 
Avenue in front of one of P. 
Diddy’s up and coming Sean 
John Store locations opening 
this spring. After repeated 
appeals, to Bad Boy 
Productions, to improve the 
working conditions at the facto­
ry, they still go unanswered.
Kernaghan stated that work­
ers are expected to work 11-12 
hour days, making 15 cents per 
clothing item produced; work­
ers are expected to produce 160 
garments a day, are allowed two 
bathroom breaks per day upon 
the supervisor’s approval and 
are subjected to filthy restrooms 
and contaminated drinking 
water. Following Kemaghan’s 
press release Steve Hawkins, 
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“Combs’s representatives were 
regular visitors to the Southeast 
Textiles plant and conditions 
were above average for that 
country.” Adding insult to 
injury, Combs’s officials stated 
that the Southeast Factory pro­
duces only 25 percent of the 
Sean John line.
Lydda Gonzalez, one of the 
factory’s former employees 
accompanied Kernaghan at the 
press conference. Lydda 
Gonzalez is a 19 year old young 
woman who worked for the fac­
tory for two years and was 
reportedly fired for attempting 
to establish a labor union. In a 
plea to the press on behalf of 
Hondurian sweatshop workers 
Gonzalez stated “we should be 
paid what we’re owed. We 
make so little that it’s not 
enough to have a dignified life.”
Denia Rosales, 23, is a cur­
rent Southeast Textile SA 
Factory worker and single 
mother of two. When asked 
about her experience at the fac­
tory she stated that she earns 15 
cents for each shirt she pro­
duces and that when a worker 
falls behind in their production 
they are told to work “faster” 
and is called a “donkey.”
In response to the sweat­
shop fiasco Combs issued a 
statement saying that “I’m 
shocked at this information, 
particularly because we had no 
knowledge of any wrongdoing. 
I take this issue very seriously. I 
am determined to get to the bot­
tom of this.” But is it really fea­
sible to assume that P. Diddy 
had no idea that workers were 
being cheated? Why else would 
production be so inexpensive - 
a currency difference, I think 
not! Looks like what P. Diddy 
needs is a good lawyer whose 
going to “ride, ride, ride.”
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Skincare during cold 
winter months
Get the toxins out of your home
Monique Hathorne
Health Reporter
With the presence of cold 
temperatures, indoor heating 
and low humidity, skin natural­
ly becomes dry. Dry skin causes 
severe itchiness, premature 
aging, and can even be painful. 
Thus, it is of the utmost impor­
tance to develop a daily, winter 
skin regimen to keep skin at its 
best.
When colder temperatures 
arrive, the presence of humidity 
significantly decreases.
According to Dr. Leslie 
Baumann, when relative 
humidity drops below 60 per­
cent, skin begins to lose mois­
ture, which causes severe dry­
ness and irritating itchiness. In 
order to combat the effects of 
low humidity, a skin regimen 
along with a proper diet must be 
implemented.
The most important step in 
combating dry skin is proper 
moisturizing. Creams and 
lotions that contain ingredients 
such as petroleum, mineral oil, 
linoleic acid, glycerine, 
ceramide and dimethicone are 
all able to heal dry skin.
In fall and winter months, 
African-American skin usually 
needs creams that have a thick­
er consistency. Therefore, prod­
ucts that contain alpha-hydroxy, 
retinol, and jojoba oil help to 
keep skin supple. Retinoids not 
only prevent dry skin but also 
reduce acne and smooth out sun 
spots. Alpha-hydroxy acid 
creams moisturize while 
sloughing off dead skin. Going 
to health food stores and invest­
ing in pure, non-refined prod­
ucts such as coconut oil and 
shea butter, is also a good idea 
because they absorb into the 
skin and stay on the skin longer 
than most commercial products.
One of the best ways to have 
smooth skin during months 
with lower climates is to make 
sure to lock in moisture for as 
long as possible. In order to 
keep moisture locked in, about
Due to the low turn out and high number of can­
cellations for Senior Portraits, the Yearbook Staff 
is offering one last opportunity for seniors to be 
included in the 2003-04 Reflections Yearbook.
Seniors that need to sign up may do so on
Monday, November 24 from 2 pm to 6 pm, and 
Monday-Wednesday, December 8, 9, and 10 from 
noon to 5 pm.
Seniors must pay a non-refundable $10 cash ses­
sion fee at the time they sign up, and they will be 
contacted by postcard 10-14 days prior to the start 
of the sessions. Session dates are Monday- 
Friday, February 2-6. Additional dates may be 
added if necessary.
Please contact the Reflections Yearbook staff
Monday-Thursday from noon to 1 p.m., or e-mail 
Mr. Marshall at wkmphotography@netzero.com.
three minutes after shower­
ing, when the skin is still 
moist but not completely wet, 
apply the moisturizer. 
Moisturizing in conjunction 
with having wet skin literally 
traps the water in the upper 
layer of the skin, the epider­
mis, which ensures that skin 
stays moisturized for longer 
periods of time.
The use of sunscreen also 
hinders the inevitable dryness 
that fall/winter months bring. 
One of the reasons skin 
becomes so dry is from the 
presence of harsh UVA and 
UVB rays, which are worse in 
fall/winter months than in the 
summer. African-Americans 
should wear sunscreens with 
SPF 30 or higher. Not only 
does sunscreen prevent dry­
ness and protect the skin from 
UVA/UVB rays, but it also 
prevents skin from further 
hyper- pigmentation.
In addition to moisturizing 
products, eating foods rich in 
antioxidants can also help the 
skin to be less dry. Foods such 
as avocados, dark chocolate, 
prunes, raisins, spinach and 
com help the skin to retain 
moisture.
Along with eating antioxi­
dant-rich foods, keeping the 
body hydrated by drinking 
water is also important. 
Usually, anyone who weighs 
160 pounds and lower should 
drink at least 8 cups of water a 
day. Every 25 pounds over 
160 pounds requires an addi­
tional cup of water. Constant 
hydration during the winter 
plays a huge role in decreas­
ing dry skin.
Overall, by using the right 
moisturizing products, having 
a diet rich in antioxidants, and 
drinking enough water should 
all help to cure the dryness 
that occurs during the 
fall/winter. If dryness still 
persists, seeing a dermatolo­
gist who can prescribe 




“When I came to Spelman I 
couldn’t believe how many 
Spelman students were 
unhealthy to the point that they 
had to be hospitalized at some 
point.” That used to be rarity,” 
says Melaleuca Health and 
Wellness business owner 
Kirstin Newby.
As an advocate for good 
health, Kirstin’s mission is to 
exonerate homes of the toxins 
and chemicals found in com­
mon household, cosmetic, and 
personal care products. Kirstin, 
a former pharmaceutical sales 
representative and Spelman 
alumnae, is a business owner of 
the multi-million dollar 
Melaleuca Health and Wellness 
Company.
Products like Bleach, Tide, 
Lysol, 409, Fantastic, Dove, 
certain toothpastes, deodorants, 
and cosmetics are health haz­
ards because of the toxins these 
products are made of. 
According to Kirstin many of 
these products are not environ­
mentally safe.
Exposure to these toxins has 
caused an increase in Attention 
Deficit Disorder at alarming 
rates. Kirstin’s mother has been 
a teacher for 30 years and 
recalls that having a child in her 
class who suffered from ADD 
was once a rarity. She explains 
that now it is a rarity that she 
has a child in her class that does 
not suffer from ADD.
Many cosmetics contain 
pthalates, which are added to
When you’re all stopped up...
Andrea Blanton
Health Reporter
Constipation is a common 
problem among young 
women, according to many 
women of the Spelman 
College community that suf­
fer from this problem. Not 
many have been educated on 
this startling topic. Many 
women do not know that a 
regular bowel movement is 
not going once a week. In 
fact, a weekly bowel move­
ment falls under the category 
of constipation.
Constipation is passage of 
small amounts of hard, dry 
bowel movements, usually 
fewer than three times a 
week. Along with this are 
symptoms of feeling bloated, 
uncomfortable, sluggish, and 
experiencing abdominal pain. 
The colon, which holds the 
bowel, is like the trash can 
for the body. It holds all the 
toxins and waste of what is 
digested. Many believe that
cosmetics to make them softer 
and smoother. Pthalates are 
found in deodorants, hair spray, 
perfume, nail polish, hair gel, 
hair mousse, hand and body 
lotion. These industrial chemi­
cals can cause cancer, liver and 
kidney damage.
Recently, a dog fell asleep in 
a cage where Tide had spilled in 
the bottom and suffered with 
third degree bums all over its 
belly from where its skin came 
into contact with the Tide.
In a study in Cape Cod, 
Mass., scientists found dozens 
of toxic chemicals in indoor air 
and dust from cosmetics such as 
nail polish, perfumes, and hair­
sprays, and detergents. The 
study suggested that exposure 
to these potentially hormone 
altering toxins is commonplace 
in American homes.
The air inside homes is 60- 
70% more toxic than the air 
outside. Today, there are over 
62 toxins in homes.
“Don’t count on FDA to look 
out for your family’s well 
being,” says Kirstin. “They are 
not mandating products the way 
that they should be.”
Melaleuca Health and 
Wellness Company provides a 
healthier, safer alternative to 
these toxic products. 
Melaleuca’s products are non­
toxic and environmentally safe. 
These products are made from 
Melaleuca oil, which was dis­
covered by the Aborigines, and 
is the purest form of T-Tree oil.
Melaleuca offers an array of 
personal care, cosmetic, house­
hold, pharmaceutical, and vita-
keeping this in one’s body is 
the precursor to sickness and 
disease. Constipation can 
lead to fecal impaction, hem­
orrhoids (caused by straining) 
and later develop into, colon 
cancer.
Lynette Hall, a nurse prac­
titioner of the Spelman 
Health Services, stated “it is 
major among adolescents to 
mid-adults especially college 
students because of dietary 
intake, inadequate water con­
sumption and not responding 
to the body’s urgencies to 
defecate”.
Diets with fat such as 
cheese, eggs and meat do not 
possess enough fiber. Fiber 
can be easily found in whole 
grain foods, fruits and veg­
etables.
Not drinking enough water 
hardens the stole. Drinking a 
glass of water with that cup 
of soda might help.
Waste is supposed to be 
disposed properly, by holding 
up the process, there are con-
min supplement products. 
Melaleuca has teamed up with 
some of the world- renowned 
professionals to create its own 
dental care, laundry line, make­
up line, and hair care line which 
is all natural and contains no 
toxins. The products are pur­
chased wholesale, from the 
Melaleuca Company, and are 
very affordable.
Kirstin is passionate about 
Melaleuca because of what it 
has done for both her and her 
family. As a former pharma­
ceutical sales representative, 
Kirstin had access to some of 
the best treatments. However, 
the treatments she had access to 
were only giving temporary 
relief for she and her family.
Since Kirstin has switched 
her household over to using 
strictly Melaleuca products, she 
no longer suffers with asthma, 
her son no longer suffers with 
eczema, and her daughter no 
longer suffers with allergies.
Kirstin has also switched her 
extended family members over 
to Melaleuca products. And 
since then, her aunt no longer 
suffers with psoriasis and her 
mother-in-law no longer suffers 
with severe dental problems.
“Get those toxins out of your 
homes!” “They are killing us,” 
says Kirstin.
For more information on 
Kirstin Newby and her 
Melaleuca Business, visit 
www.melaleuca.com or contact 
the Health Editor in the 
Spotlight office at extension 
5969.
sequences. Many women 
make excuses for moving 
their bowels when the body 
wants to: “One can’t go in 
public places” or “One does 
not have enough time to go”. 
Irritable Bowel Syndrome is 
the result of ignoring the urge 
to use the restroom. This 
sickness has been on the rise 
in American society.
If constipation is close to 
home, try to eat more green 
vegetables, fruit with fiber, 
and more bran cereal and def­
initely drink a lot more water. 
For instance, try a natural 
colon cleanser product once a 
month found at Soul 
Vegetarian or just listen to the 
body’s urge. Bodies should be 
temples and not a walking 
wasteland. Research the mat­
ter and learn more ways to 
have regularity. Check out 
www.webmd.com on consti­
pation. Or ask for the local 
west end colon specialist at 
Soul Vegetarian’s Health 
Complex at 404-752-5194.
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Shoshanna Johnson: Unsung Hero
Lauren Stokes
Staff Reporter
Shoshanna. Johnson. The 
first time I heard that name was 
on BET’s Comicview. A come­
dian was making fun of 
Johnson’s raggedy hairstyle the 
day she was freed from Iraqi 
captivity. The comedian was 
commenting on her tremendous 
amount of new growth saying 
that any respectable Black 
woman would have taken the 
time to get her hair done before 
she went in front of the camera.
That was my first impression 
of Shoshanna Johnson. Her 
name and image will be forever 
imbedded in my memory as the 
prisoner of war that didn’t have 
her hair done. This image is the 
complete opposite of the one 
that has been implanted in my 
mind of Jessica Lynch.
The media has portrayed 
Lynch as the ultimate war hero 
of the 21st century with her 
celebrity appearances, and 
offers for made-for-TV movies, 
and multi-million dollar book 
deals. This minimal coverage of 
Shoshanna Johnson reminded 
me of my Spring Break vaca­
tion in Miami, Florida when a 
few friends and I were sitting in 
a restaurant trying to catch up 
on some highlights on ESPN.
The broadcast was interrupt­
ed by the continuous coverage 
of the rescue of Elizabeth 
Smart. But what happened to 
the coverage of Alexis 
Patterson, 7-year-old African- 
American girl who was abduct­
ed a month before Smart, and is 
still missing?
The point is, why is there an 
inequality when it comes to 
efficient coverage of the same 
subject. The only difference in 
both cases is that Shoshanna 
Johnson and Alexis Patterson 
are African-American, and the 
newly famous Jessica Lynch 
and Elizabeth Smart are 
Caucasian.
Prisoner of War Shoshanna 
Johnson is a 30-year-old single 
mother from Fort Bliss, Texas 
who joined the military for the 
sole purpose of cooking train­
ing only. But that was before 
President Bush declared Iraq a 
point on the “axis of evil” and 
she received her February 
orders to deploy to the Persian 
Gulf region.
During captivity, Johnson 
was shot twice in both of her 
legs. Presently Johnson is still 
suffering from the bullet 
wounds, depression, and she is 
still traumatized from her expe­
rience of being held prisoner for 
22 days. Prisoner of War Jessica 
Lynch is 20-year-old supply 
clerk from West Virginia. Lynch
claims to be wounded after 
emptying her M-16 into Iraqi 
soldiers after sustaining multi­
ple gun shot wounds.
The Pentagon now acknowl­
edges that Lynch was never 
shot, and probably never fired 
her weapon. While Johnson is 
suffering at home, Lynch is 
cashing in on her new claim to 
fame. Of the six soldiers that 
were captured by Iraqi forces, 
half of them were women. 
Jessica Lynch, Shoshanna 
Johnson, and Lori Ann 
Piestewa are the three female 
soldiers whose names will go 
down in history, but for very 
different reasons.
For many Lynch will be 
known as the first soldier to be 
rescued from Iraqi captivity, but 
for others, she will be known as 
the white soldier who received 
too much credit. Johnson will 
be known as the forgotten black 
soldier who will never receive 
appropriate credit where credit 
is due, and Piestewa, for those 
who came remember her name, 
will be known as the first 
Native-American female sol­
dier to be killed in combat.
To add a few more facts to 
the history books, Piestewa will 
have a mountain in Arizona 
named after her after the suc­
cessful lobbying of her fellow 
Native Americans; Lynch has
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Former POW and Iraqi War hero Shoshanna Johnson. Radio personality Tom 
Joyner of The Tom Joyner Morning Show made a special pre-game presenta­
tion to Johnson at the inaugural Las Vegas Classic, Sept. 13, 2003.
her own made-for-TV-movie, 
and a book documenting her 
story, and is receiving an 80 
percent disability service and a 
private first class discharge, 
allowing her to stay in the army 
for up to five years, while 
Johnson gets her limited fifteen 
minutes of. fame and receives 
only a 30 percent disability (a 
S600-S700 a month difference), 
and a recommended permanent 
discharge from the army.
If Piestewa were still alive, 
would she receive the 80 per­
cent disability or the 30 per­
cent? Or would she receive dis­
ability at all? Disability pen­
sions are based on what the sol­
dier has been put through, not 
on the basis of bravery, or suf­
fering on the field. The primary
criterion upon which these 
stipends are based is that of 
extent of injury and the ongo­
ing infirmity the experience 
leaves him or her with.
But doesn’t that mean that 
Johnson should still receive 
more pensions than Lynch since 
she walks with a limp, and is 
still haunted by the memories of 
her captivity while Lynch can 
almost pay someone to walk for 
her.
What kind of country 
acknowledges the struggles of 
our soldiers on the basis of 
race? Not only are Black war 
veterans still not being compen­
sated appropriately, but the 
African American perspective 
of war is still being ignored.
There are no lack of and Broadways weapons. fathers, African woman,
affirmative action programs 
on the front lines
of the world,
Brown-skinned women When children have no
fathers to sons
and fathers to daughters.
you are closer to Jesus 
than Jesus ever was,
of the U.S. military,
there is full equality 
in killing and in death.
push designer strollers, 
with bright, white babies, 
on sunny days, 
down tree-lined blocks
grandmothers, aunts, sisters, 
other mothers
then mothers will remain
As if birthing civilization, 
nurturing generations 
of the world’s children,
you have died 
and been reborn 
more times than be 
counted or imagined.
Had you sent your resume 
to a Fortune 500 company
to parks and museums,
while theirs pack
single and alone.
Mother is not an occupation
allowing white babies 
to suck your breasts dry 
while yrs went hungry
Take with you 
as you always have,
there would have been into day care centers, so you enlist, was not enough, ' the sun,
no calls back.
There is a strict policy
ten, fifteen, twenty at a time, 
in dimly lit rooms, 
wearing mismatch socks,
to put food on yr children’s 
bones
now helping to bomb
now, you are being asked 
to fight for “Our Freedoms,”
the earth
and the waters,
they will have to be enough,
against Tamikas,
Takiyas,
playing with mismatch block 
sets.
your sisters,
whose voices have been freedoms that you have as an oppression
Shakiyas,
Shaquannas, And you, single mother,
silenced
by bombs and men,
only heard about 
in myths, lawbooks
as old as memory 
have not been able to
Laquannas, yr brown skin and bent smile and drowned out and in ancient words take these from you.
Latishas
and Shoshanna Johnsons.
made the picture of 
welfare and broken homes.
by the tears
of their dying children.
whispered by the ocean’s 
waves. Yr coming home
Too scared that The photographs of you, Maybe yr children’s father. What more will man
has been covert, quiet 
sneaking back into the country
your nappy-headed children hoe in hand. or his father, ask of you? beneath media radar.
will be tagging along 
to work each day,
child tied to your back, 
sweating from your brow,
or yr father, 
or some man I have no more requests.
Yr life as a single, Blk mother 
will not make any front page
climbing on office furniture dripping milk from yr swollen will see yr photograph If the world spent the next news.




printed on the cover of
U.S. newspapers
five thousand years at your feet 
in reconciliation and worship The poem above, entitled Lost
begging for candy and for 
spare change.
And still along 
the Park Places,
Madison Avenues,
When have mothers 
not been single?
Nuclear families are more 
destructive than nuclear
and find a way 
to take care of yr children, 
his children, their children too, 
and spark a generation 
of fathers who will raise
it would not be enough.
You are closer to 
a savior than a prisoner, 
closer to a crucifixion 
than a casualty,
Heroes, was written in honor 
of Shoshanna Johnson by
Kahlil Almustafa, winner of the 
2002 Nuyorican Poetry Slam.
